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COAL INDUSTRY SUPERANNUATION AMENDMENT BILL 2005 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 7 April.   

DR S.C. THOMAS (Capel) [11.56 am]:  The opposition supports this bill in its entirety and wishes to put 
forward no amendments.  The coal industry has its own superannuation fund that is based on the industry.  The 
coal industry is a special industry, and has been the entire time that coal has been mined in Collie.  The industry 
tends to have its own special level of protection and guidelines and operates in isolation from the other great 
mining ventures that work across the state.   

The initial legislation that established the coal industry superannuation fund was introduced in 1943.  It was 
changed fairly significantly in 1989 when it was removed from direct governmental control to become a self-
managed fund.  At that stage, there was a large degree of consultation.  The member for Collie was probably 
involved in those consultations.  The superannuation fund appears to be the best system for the coal industry and 
its workers.  It is my understanding that there are some 600 coal miners left in Collie as well as ancillary staff 
etc.  The Coal Industry Superannuation Board seems to have funds well in excess of its requirement to look after 
its people.  It has been a well-managed fund.  It is my understanding that well over $100 000 is available in 
direct payments for each member in the industry if required.  That is a credit to those managing the fund.  It has 
been run extremely well.  Ostensibly, this bill manages to extend what is a fairly well-run and good 
superannuation program to spouses and extended members of family.  The opposition sees no reason that 
spouses, in particular, should not enjoy the same superannuation benefits that miners themselves enjoy.  
Members would probably be aware that coal mining traditionally runs in families.  It is a family-oriented 
industry.  The grandfathers and fathers of many coal miners in Collie were also coal miners.  The industry lends 
itself to having its own superannuation system.  There is absolutely no point in preventing spouses and other 
family members access to that service.  This is good legislation.  The opposition commends it to the house.   

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Minister for State Development) [11.57 am]:  I move -  

That the bill be now read a third time.   

I thank all members of the house for supporting the passage of this legislation.  Once again, I thank the member 
for Collie for his support in the generation of this legislation, which is to improve opportunities for people in the 
coal industry in his electorate.  I also thank the member for Capel for his supportive remarks during the passage 
of the legislation.  Essentially the bill will allow spouses of fund members to open accounts.  It is warmly 
approved of in the Collie area.  I also thank Mr Chris Fitzharding from my office for the development of this 
amending legislation and the previous piece of legislation that Parliament dealt with.  I commend the bill to the 
house.  

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council.   
 


